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Appellate Procedure – Snapshot

Taxpayer having 
TP adjustments

Draft Assessment 
Order

No objections 
raised by taxpayer

Final Assessment 
Order

Tribunal

File Objections with 
DRP

Within 30 days of receipt of draft 
order 

DRP’s Directions

Within 8 months from end of 
the month in which objections 
filed

Final Assessment 
Order

CIT(Appeals)

Within 30 days from the 
end of the month when the 
draft order was received. 

Within 30 days from the end of
the month when the DRP order
was received.

Within 30 days 
from the end of 
the month in 
which period of 
filing objections 
before DRP 
expires

Within 30 days 
of receipt of final 
order



CIT(A)

 Possibility of favourable resolution as 
similar issue is already decided by 
jurisdictional ITAT or High Court

 One year time limit for disposal only 
recommendatory, which is seldom 
adhered to in practice

 Taxpayer is required to pay part of the 
tax demand during the pendency of the 
appeal (as per recent CBDT circular if 
20% of tax demand is paid, the balance 
can be stayed). 

 Element of flexibility, given that 
requirements to approach DRP are more 
elaborate and formal

DRP

 Mandatory resolution in 9 months –
a “fast track” to either resolving the    
dispute or for proceeding to next       
appellate level in hierarchy.

 Being time bound and given the number of 
cases, DRP may not have adequate time to 
review the taxpayer case in detail. 

 No demand till disposal of appeal.

 Based on the proposed amendment by the 
FB 2016, department cannot file an appeal 
before the ITAT.  Considering the same DRP 
may be conservative / ’pro Revenue’ in its 
directions

DRP vis-à-vis CIT(A) Approach
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w w w . st eadf ast con su l ta n ts . in

SBC refers to one or more of Steadfast Business Consulting LLP (LLPIN: AAL-1503), a Hyderabad based Limited Liability Partnership, and its network of member firms, branches and affiliates. SBC provides tax, consulting, audit and financial advisory 

services to clients within and beyond borders spanning multiple industries. With local connect and expertise put together with global outlook and capabilities, SBC believes in providing holistic solutions to clients tailored to meet business objectives and 

address most complex challenges and at the same time be robust, scalable and sustainable from a tax, legal and regulatory standpoint.


